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‘ Aircraft/Laser Pen Incidents.

Hello all, hope this finds you well.

Within the last two months we have received three reports from the Coastguard that their aircraft have been targeted with laser pens being shone at them.
The first incident was above central Lydd (Skinner Road area) on 28/11/2024 at 16:22 and 17:07 as the helicopter was passing over the town whilst training.
The second incident was as their fixed wing aircraft was passing over the Newchurch area on 30/12/2024 at 03:00.

The third and most recent incident was yesterday (29/01/2025) at 17:45 when their helicopter had not long lifted/taken off over the airport.

As we all know, this could have had catastrophic consequences and it is only because of the skill of the crews that a major incident was avoided.



I have known children to use laser pens in a way that could endanger others and although | am not pointing the finger at any age group, I'd like to appeal to parents/guardians of children to ¢

of them if you know that your child has one.

For any adult who owns a laser pen, I'd like to think that they would know that even pointing the beam into the sky would be dangerous and reckless and in fact pointing the laser beam at at

intended for would also be dangerous and reckless.
If anyone has information regarding the below incidents, please report this via the Kent Police website online reporting and you can also email me but please report it first.

Crime Reference 46/206269/24 relates to the incident on 28/11/2024 Skinner Road area of Lydd at 16:22 and 17:07.
Crime Reference 46/220062/24 relates to the incident on 30/12/2024 over Newchurch at 03:00.

Crime Reference 46/16538/25 relates to the incident on 29/01/2025 over Lydd airport at 17:46.

Offences relating to air traffic services

{1)A person commits an offence if—

{a)the person shines or directs a laser beam—
{i)towards an air traffic facility, or

(ii)towards a person providing air traffic services, and

{b)the laser beam dazzles or distracts, or is likely to dazzle or distract, a person providing air traffic services.
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Thank you.

Steve.

Message Sent By
Steve Putland

(Kent Police, Police Constable, Folkestone Neighbourhood Beat Officer)

Please note that My Community Voice is not for reporting crimes or incidents. Instead you should:
« Report a non-urgent crimes online: Report | Kent Police




Talk to us via our Live Chat by clicking on the blue button on our website: Home | Kent Police
if you are hearing or speech impaired, use the textphone service 18000 for emergencies or download the 81 Relay app
Call 899 in an emergency, il a crime is in progress or life is in danger.
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